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Open Questions Regarding Some Pioneer Airs 

and New Revelations 
by Hugo Ruoss 

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken 
Zeitung (SBZ) in November 2014, and is reprinted here with 
the gracious consent of SBZ.  The translation is by Rudy 
Keller. 

4 May 1913: Aviation Day in Langnau (Emmental) 

Issue of an air pioneer stamp,  printed by the lithographic establishment of Armbruster Sons in Berne. 

 The latest SAV handbook issued in 2013 says: “4032 issued, 2050 sold at the flight event, 282 

destroyed, 1700 were placed into the archives of the Feldschuetzengesellschaft (Gun Club) Langnau, but in 

1949 none could be found any more, except for 20 or 30 stamps sold to members.”  

 From documents of 

the former editor of the 

handbook and SAV-

president, Roland Kohl, I 

extracted from a piece 

published in the 1950s:  

“Not correct!”, says Eduard 

Moser, former master-

turner and Section Chief.  

And he should know, as he 

used to be the president of 

the Feldschuetzen at that 

time.  “Searches for these 

stamps were often made”    

(continued on page 10)  
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Fig. 1.  Partial sheet of the Langnau air pioneer stamp 

Hugo Ruoss passed away on March 

23.  He was among the foremost 

experts on Swiss aerophilately.  We 

will miss him. 
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Finalize Your Plans for 

AHPS 2015 Convention 

at NOJEX – May 29-31! 
 We hope you have submitted your exhibit 

application to the NOJEX committee.  At this writ-

ing, nine members' exhibits are confirmed and the 

final deadline is still a couple weeks away.  We 

have a fun and active weekend planned including 

these activities: 

 AHPS Society Table operates continuously 

throughout the show as a place to meet one an-

other, relax, and share our hobby with FREE 

SWISS STAMPS for kids 

 Friday May 29th, 2:00PM Presentation 

“Campione d’Italia – A Geographic Anomaly” 

and all-member Show and Tell – bring your 

latest interesting acquisitions and mystery 

items 

 Friday May 29th, 6:30PM AHPS Dinner at La 

Riviera Trattoria in nearby Clifton, NJ;  As-

semble in Hotel Lobby at 6:00PM for shared 

transportation to the restaurant 

 Saturday May 30th, 2:00PM General Member-

ship Meeting 

 Saturday May 30th, 6:30PM NOJEX reception 

and Awards Banquet – non-exhibitors are wel-

come, don’t be shy! 

 Sunday May 31st, 10:00AM Secret SWAP meet 

– bring your duplicates to trade or sell, and 

come find new treasures for your collection – 

will be held in a Secret suite, find out the room 

number at the AHPS Society table.  All are 

welcome. 

 The show will be held at the Clarion Hotel 

Empire Meadowlands Hotel in Secaucus, New Jer-

sey, seven miles west of Times Square, New York.  

The show’s website for more information is at 

www.nojex.org.  Please let me know if you are 

planning to attend the show and AHPS dinner 

with a brief note to bmarsden@verizon.net and of 

course, I am happy to answer any other questions 

you may have about the show.  Welcome to New 

Jersey! 

   Bruce Marsden 

 

President's Message 
by Roger Heath 

 I assume everyone has 29-31 May blocked 

out to attend NOJEX, site of our AHPS annual 

rendezvous. It is the only World Series exhibiting 

event in the New York area this year. There will 

be Swiss meetings, exhibits, etc - see Bruce’s de-

tailed plans. We’re promised dealers will bring 

Swiss material for you to view and buy. 

 August 20-23 sees the APS STAMPSHOW 

in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where 900 frames will 

be filled with Open Competition and the Champion 

of Champions exhibits. Of special interest will be 

George Struble’s Development of Swiss Airmail up 

to 1939, which qualified by winning the Grand at 

our convention in INDYPEX last year. Good luck, 

George!  TELL will be entered in the literature 

competition; we haven't done that in several years.  

I hope to see AHPS members at the show. We are 

arranging to have a show and tell meeting on one 

of the show days. Room and day to be determined. 

 I have been in contact with editors of two 

European organizations who are willing to offer 

their journals in electronic format to AHPS mem-

bers. If you are not fluent in German this is an ex-

cellent way to “read” German language publi-

cations. For each issue you will receive an email 

which includes a link to download a .pdf file ver-

sion of each issue. Reading the journal is as easy 

as copying and pasting your selected text into 

Google translation. You will soon discover some 

philatelic terms are not translatable, but you will 

understand the gist of the articles. It’s a whole new 

world and many topics of Swiss philately are cov-

ered. 

BUYING / SELLING 
QUALITY U.S. AND 

WORLD COINS 
Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

Appraisal and Purchase of Coin 
Collections and Estates 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)331-1739; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

http://www.nojex.org/
mailto:bmarsden@verizon.net
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 AHPS is not involved in your subscription 

arrangements. If you are interested in subscribing 

here are your contacts. Keep in mind these are 

significant discounts to typical Swiss society mem-

bership dues: 

ArGe Schweiz - Association of Swiss 

Collectors in Germany  

Subscription is 23 Euro for US residents; you 

may send 24.50 Euro (includes Paypal ser-

vice fees) to the Paypal account of Helmut 

Schmitz at hslorraine@t-online.de; he is their 

treasurer.  The ArGe Schweiz website is 

http://www.arge-schweiz.de/  

Schweizerischer Verein der Posts-

tempelsammler - Swiss Postmark Col-

lectors Club 

Payment of 26.50 CHF, which includes 

Paypal service fees, for “Der Poststempel-

sammler” may be made directly to the Pay-

Pal account of Editor Peter Klingelfuss 

under: clochard@fussball-fussball.ch   

For  other  payment  methods,  contact  Peter 

Klingelfuss at 

 peter.klingelfuss@fussball-fussball.ch. 

The Postmark Collectors website is  

http://www.svps-ascep.ch/  

 Any further subscription or membership 

questions may be directed using the above emails 

addresses. 

 Some of our members may be unfamiliar 

with using Google translation. Here is a step by 

step method of reading foreign language websites: 

 Using the above society website links as 

an example, we can click and open the page 

to ArGe Schweiz. Open a new browser win-

dow and search for “Google translation”. 

Click on the top link, and open the browser 

window. Select your choice of detect lan-

guage, in this case German on the left, Eng-

lish on the right, bookmark this page for 

future use. Open a second window and use 

the above link to arge-schweiz.de. Once there 

you will be seeing a German text web page. 

Copy the URL of this page, reopen the other 

browser window of Google translation, and 

paste in the URL on the German side. You 

will then see the link on the right side. Click 

on it, be patient while Google translates the 

page. You will see all HTML text translated 

making it easy to navigate the website. If 

you run into German text, that is probably a 

non-translatable image. Let me know how 

you do. If you have any problems a quick 

email or phone call could troubleshoot your 

problem. (Word of warning, I’m a Mac user.) 

 Bruce reports he is preparing a draft of our 

new website requirements. If you have any sugges-

tions, please contact Bruce and let him know. This 

project is moving forward but we want to ensure it 

includes useful information and is easy to use.  

 Another project moving forward is the CD 

version of our 2nd edition, Philately of Switzerland 

under the supervision of Richard Hall, our AHPS 

Secretary. 

 

Postal Museums:  

Discover the History of 

Postal Services 
by Jean-Louis Emmenegger (AIJP) 

This is a summary of the article by Jean-Louis 
Emmenegger, which was published in the Schweizer 
Briefmarken Zeiting (SBZ) in April 2014; this summary is 
published here with the gracious permission of SBZ and 
the author.  The translation and summary were done by 
Heinrich Heissinger. 

 Almost every country has its own national 

postal museum.  It usually highlights what it con-

siders of importance for their specific historical 

way to facilitate the exchange of communications.  

Exhibits can show documents, pictures, uniforms 

and other postal items which have survived the 

times. 

 The first stamp appeared in 1840, and the 

pre-stamp period before this event is often very 

interesting.  Beat Fischer of Berne started in 1675 

to facilitate distribution of mail, and his firm was 

the most important one for Switzerland during this 

early period.  His service extended throughout Eu-

rope.  Back then this was done by transportation 

on land, using human carriers or stagecoaches.  

Some postal museums show how exchange of in-

formation functioned in the ‘olden times’.  Eventu-

ally, delivery by Telex, air, Telegraph or Morse 

became possible.  Various countries even used ca-

noes, boats, pigeon mail, or balloons to deliver 

mail.  All of these are exceptionally interesting 

chapters of postal history. 

 The introduction of stamps caused the vol-

ume of mail in the form of letters, postcards or 

newspapers to explode.  Railroads, cars, trucks and 

motorcycles had to be used to cope with the vol-

ume.  Some of the museums (continued on page 17)  

mailto:hslorraine@t-online.de
http://www.arge-schweiz.de/
mailto:clochard@fussball-fussball.ch
mailto:peter.klingelfuss@fussball-fussball.ch
http://www.svps-ascep.ch/
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Good to Know! 

The Rayon Types: Part B. Rayon I (Zumstein 15 and 17) 
by Werner Gattiker 

This article was published in August 2014 as part of a series in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and 
is reprinted here with the gracious permission of the author and the Helvetia Society.  Other articles in the 
series will be published in TELL from time to time.  This particular article is the second of a four-part series; 
Part A was published in the March 2015 TELL; Parts C and D will be published in the next two issues of 
TELL. 

 The original Rayon I (Zum. 15) issued in 1850 was 

printed in three colours: a blue to dark-blue background 

sparing only the white and red of the Swiss shield, red 

(carmine to vermilion) colour surrounding the white cross, 

and black for the main design.  This three-colour  printing 

was very ambitious for the period, and also laborious and 

therefore expensive.  It was soon abandoned and in 1851  

the two-colour Rayon I (Zum. 17) was  issued.  The back-

ground colour has now disappeared, and the main design 

was no longer printed in black, but in a generally light-

blue colour.  

 As explained in the introduction “Good to Know!”, the original printing stone consisted of forty indi-

vidually hand-drawn units which differed from each other in many small details, especially noticeable in 

the outer filler-design of small scrolls and wavy lines.  These forty units we call “Types”.  They were ar-

ranged in five rows of eight Types, so that Type 1 is in the top left corner, Type 8 in the top right, Type 33 

in the bottom left and Type 40 in the bottom right corner of the block of forty.  This original printing stone 

was used for both the 1850 three-colour Rayon I as well as the 1851 two-colour Rayon I.  

 When trying to determine the type number of a particular stamp it is necessary to have available a 

TYPE-TABLE showing all 40 Rayon I types for 

comparison.*  Thanks to the efforts of specialist 

collector Jonathan Cartwright and Webmaster 

Fred Hoadley, good reproductions of the type-

tables of the basic Rayons can now be seen on the 

HPS website.  To start with, when looking for a 

Type, it is best to concentrate on one small part of 

the stamp.  By way of example I reproduce at the 

right the top left corner of three Types to show 

the differences in the filler squiggles. 

 One could also look at other design 

elements for comparison.  The “5” or the 

“Rp.” for instance differ not only in their in-

dividual shape and size, but also in their po-

sition relative to the surrounding cord, as can 

be seen in these examples. 

 Type 27: Figure 5 with pronounced 

upward swing of serif (found on many Types); 

Type 31: Figure 5 with short serif pointing downwards, typical for Types 15, 31 and 32; Type 39: Figure 5 

positioned very high, typical for Types 6, 14 and 39. 

 Individual Types sometimes show a design element (or lack thereof) unique to that Type, such as a 

white area due to the lack of background squiggles around the left end of the inscription band on Type 34 

shown on the next page (Type 19 added for comparison to show the usual spread of background lines in 

that area). 

     
   Type 27             Type 31         Type 39 

      

      
   Type 1         Type 3             Type 8 
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 HINT 1 from Jonathan Cartwright: Further to Werner’s 

“Good to Know” Introduction to Rayon Types, you should now be 

able to see a Type Table for the Blue Rayon I (and the Type Table is 

the same for both dark and light blue) on the Society’s Website.  It  

cannot be denied that with forty almost identical  images of squiggly 

lines to pore through before you find yours, the task might seem 

daunting, and it has to be admitted that simultaneous close scrutiny 

of both the stamp and the Type Table with a 'good' magnifier is very 

often the only solution.  

 However, as Werner has stated, 

there are certain Types which, either by 

the absence of, or by the addition of, cer-

tain unusual markings, immediately ‘give 

themselves away’, thus making the task 

of identification easier.  Look, for  exam-

ple, at this illustration of an edited chunk 

of the Type Table.  Can you spot how two 

of them are radically different from their 

fellows?  

 Types 9 and 11 have no squiggly 

lines above the ‘RA’ of Rayon! So, if your 

Blue has a gap here, there are only two 

images to tire your eyes, rather than for-

ty.  More hints to follow. 

 Next time we will look more close-

ly at Rayon II Types. 

*Footnote: The best reproductions of the 

Type Tables can be found in the superb 

book by Reuterskjöld, published in 

1899,  but with only 500 copies ever printed (150 English,  200 French,  150 German) this is a rare book 

and fetches £2,000 plus at auction.  This book was reprinted in smaller format in the 1960s or 70s, but 

the type tables in that reprint are quite useless due to the poor printing and the reduction.  Type Tables 

also appear in Zumstein's Handbook of 1924 (and possibly in the following edition) and also in the 

"Memorial Philatélique Vol III", of 1934, by Gustave Bertrand.  I am not sure whether Herbert Munk 

ever published these tables, but the Rayon I and Rayon II tables are in the SBZ articles which formed 

the basis of the books that were produced in the 1970s "RAYON I" by Colombi / Städeli / Streiff, and 

"RAYON II" by Ernst Müller.  These we have in the HPS library. 

AHPS Auction 160 Prices realized 
Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

1  $10.00  11 1.25 23  26.00  41  18.00  56 46.50 68  10.00 

2  29.00  12 5.00 25  17.50  43 15.00 58 12.00 72  12.50 

3  3.00  13  2.50 26  53.50  44 10.00 59 10.00 74 50.00 

4 2.50  14 12.00 28  52.00  45  41.00 61 12.00 75  28.50 

5 12.00 15 2.00 30  26.00  47 63.50 62 12.00  76 26.00 

6  2.50  16 3.00 32  18.00  48 14.00 63 12.50 77  38.50 

7  8.00  17 9.00 34  23.00  51 10.00 64  7.50 78 27.00 

8  2.50  18  2.00 35  17.50  52 36.00 65  8.50 79 80.00 

9  7.50 21 6.00  37  48.50  53 17.50 66 20.00 80 42.50 

10  2.00  22  12.00  39  31.00  55 63.00 67  10.00  
 

 

    
Type 34        Type 19 
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Touring Switzerland through  

its Pictorial Cancels – Ste-Croix 
by Richard T. Hall 

 Ste-Croix is located in Canton Vaud almost on 

the French border (Figure 1).  It lies at 3563 feet in the 

Jura mountains southwest of the Chasseron (Figure 2).  

As of December 2011 there were 4590 inhabitants of 

Ste-Croix.  Figure 3 is an interesting postcard with the 

legend “Panorama Yverdon - Ste-Croix”.  It appears to 

be a hand-drawn view looking north from Yverdon at 

the bottom center.  Ste-Croix, interestingly, is not 

called out on the sketch but is the village just left of Les 

Rasses at the top right.  If you refer back to Figure 2, 

you can pick out the various landmarks including the 

switch-back road leading up to Ste-Croix.  Figure 4 

shows a view of Ste-Croix as it appears today. 

 The first historical mention of the village was in 

1177.  Beginning in the second decade of the 19th century, a 

few years after the invention of a pocket watch with a mu-

sical mechanism by Antoine Favre-Salomon in 1796, some 

40 workshops were established in Ste-Croix devoted to the 

manufacture of music boxes and other mechanical music devices such as singing birds.  The first musical 

box factory in Ste-Croix was founded in 1814 by Charles Reuge, producing, in particular, pocket watches 

with a musical mechanism.  Ste-Croix has since become the world capital of mechanical music devices.  All 

kinds of music boxes are manufactured by the Reuge organization.  Reuge exports its products worldwide, 

with a turnover of 12 million Swiss francs, and holds the Guinness world record for the smallest music box 

ever made. 

 Initially, a music box could have four, six, or eight songs. In 1862, the Paillard company in Ste-

Croix  improved the mechanism, making it possible to replace the cylinder, thus multiplying the number of 

 
 Fig. 1.  Location of Ste-Croix in Switzerland 

 
Fig. 2.  Detailed map of Ste-Croix region 

 
Fig. 3.  “Panorama Yverdon - Ste-Croix” 

 
Fig. 4.  A view of modern Ste-Croix 
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songs.  In time, other pieces were added to allow 

imitation of various musical instruments (mando-

lin, piano, drum, castanets, organ).  In the early 

twentieth century, the appearance of the phono-

graph led to the gradual decline in interest in mu-

sic boxes.  Reuge is the only remaining manu-

facturer of fine music boxes in the world.  They 

produce music boxes with 17, 36, 72, and 144 notes 

playing up to 36 tunes through the use of up to 12 

interchangeable cylinders. 

 Beautiful music boxes can be seen at the  

CIMA Museum (Centre International de la 

Mécanique d’Art) (International Center for Artistic 

Mechanisms), from Favre’s musical box to the phonograph invented by Thomas Edison.  The museum is 

located in the old Paillard factory in Ste-Croix.  Figure 5 shows one of the exhibit areas in the museum. 

 Also in Ste-Croix can be found the Musée des Arts et des Sciences (Museum of Art and Science), 

founded in 1872 and containing collections of local crafts, cameras, and archeological finds from the 

Chasseron area.  An adjunct to this museum is “Dr. Wyss’s Workshop”.  Jürg Wyss was a doctor from Ste-

Croix who collected various machines used in the production of music boxes.  He re-created an entire music 

box workshop which is an exact working reproduction of a 19th century workshop. 

 Ste-Croix has had three K-cancels; the first, K 85 (Figure 6), was in use between June 17, 1950 to 

July 11, 1967.  It publicizes itself as a touristic center.  The second, K 444 (Figure 7), was in use between 

July 12, 1967 and June 30, 1992.  It shows the 1458m  ski lift Les Replan - Les Avattes.  In the background 

are shown, from left to 

right, the alpine peaks 

Dents de Morcles, Ca-

togne, Grand-Combin, 

and the Dents-du-Midi.  

The third, K 444a (Figure 

8), was put into service 

on July 1, 1992, and is 

still in use.  It invites you 

to visit their two muse-

ums described above. 

 

References 

Web sites for:  

 Ste-Croix: www.sainte-croix-les-rasses-tourisme.ch 

 Reuge: www.reuge.com 

 Musée des Arts et des Sciences: www.musee-mas-sainte-croix 

 CIMA: www.musees.ch 

Wikipedia, “Sainte-Croix” 

Ernst Schlunegger, Die Motive der Schweizer 

Werbestempel, Schriftenreihe des Schweizerischen 

Motivsammler-Vereins Nr. 3, 1969. 

 

 

 
Fig. 8.  K-cancel K 444a 

 
Fig. 5.  Exhibit in CIMA 

 
Fig. 6.  K-cancel K 85 

 
Fig. 7.  K-cancel K 444 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, CPhH 

 The Swiss Post has just released the quantities issued of several definitive issues dating between 

2002 and 2006.  Here are the numbers with the Zumstein catalog numbers: 

         Zumstein #      Value Description Quantity issued in millions 
1061 10c Dragonfly    29.0 

1062 20c Butterfly     28.0 

1063 50c Beetle     10.0 

1064 1Fr Beetle       6.0 

1065 2Fr Quartz crystal    17.0 

1066 5Fr Titanite crystal    33.0 

1069 1.30Fr Greetings      1.0 booklet panes of 6 

1070 1.80Fr Greetings      1.0 booklet panes of 6 

1073 70c Medicinal plant    31.0 

1074 90c Medicinal plant    13.0 

1075 1.10Fr Medicinal plant      7.5 

1076 1.20Fr Medicinal plant    13.5 

1077 1.30Fr Medicinal plant    23.0 

1078 1.80Fr Medicinal plant    13.5 

1079 2.20Fr Medicinal plant    31.0 

1094 3Fr Quartz crystal    19.0 

1095 4Fr Fluorite crystal    14.0 

1107 15c Peeler     46.0 

1108 85c Clock   475.0 

1120 1Fr Landi chair  450.0 

1138 50c Zipper     10.0 

1147-50 1Fr Letter writing    80.0 booklet panes of 8 

1161 2.20Fr Mechanical pencil   60.7 

1187 2.40Fr Coocoo     58.0 

1207 2Fr Cherries     35.8 

1208 3Fr Apple       8.5 

1213 4Fr Plums       8.7 

1236 85c Bird   466.0 

1237 1Fr Bird   545.0 

1238 1.10Fr Bird       5.6 

1239 1.80Fr Bird     22.0 

 Note that these figures do not distinguish the perforation varieties of Zumstein numbers 1076, 

1078, and 1079 nor the sheet and booklet versions of Zumstein numbers 1120, 1161, 1236, 1237, and 1239. 

 With regard to the question Dick Martino asked in my March column about the Rayon III with the 

Chur cancel, two readers have responded.  Unfortunately, not with good news: 

 Gottfried Honegger replied: “I’m sorry to say, that this stamp is just 

a forgery! I know these and have several of this kind in my forgery collec-

tion. All are of the same type, but all have different cancellations. Always 

round cancellations (which would be rare), but not from the same town.” 

 Werner Gattiker wrote: “I looked at the postmark puzzle which 

Dick Martino poses with his query, and I would suggest that - unfortunate-

ly - the stamp as well as the postmark are forgeries. The illustration, even 

if enlarged, is not quite clear enough to be absolutely certain, but the value 

inscriptions (15 Rp.) appear too thin and the cord design looks more like a 

solid line, its shape not coinciding fully with any of the ten possible types of 

this stamp.“ 

 Thanks to Gottfried and Werner for your expert opinions and 

thanks to Dick Martino for asking the question.  If you’ve got a “patient”  
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that needs examining, send me a scan and your question and we’ll see if someone can give a diagnosis. 

 In going through my records I have discovered that I missed one installment of post office changes 

for February 2013!  So I will begin this installment of the post office changes with some back fill. 

1.  On February 16, 2013, the post office at 1279 Chavannes-de-Bogis (canton Vaud) was closed  

 [assumed by 1297 Founex] 

2.  On February 20, 2013, the post office at 8914 Aeugst am Albis (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8914 Affoltern am Albis] 

3.  On February 22, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 1059 Peney-le-Jorat (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1083 Mézières] 

 4628 Wolfwil (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4853 Murgenthal 

4.  On February 23, 2013, the post office at 6345 Neuheim (canton Zug) was closed  

 [assumed by 6343 Menzingen] [K-cancel K1200 was last used on that date] 

5.  On February 28, 2013, the post office at 8118 Pfaffhausen (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8122 Binz] 

6.  On March 1, 2013, the post office at 4653 Obergösgen (canton Solothurn) was closed  

 [assumed by 4654 Lostorf] 

7.  On March 9, 2013, the post office at 6402 Merlischachen (canton Schwyz) was closed [assumed by 6403 

Küssnach am Rigi] [K-cancel K601 was last used on that date, just shy of 40 years!] 

 

Now to more current closings: 

8.  On February 27, 2015, the post office at 9450 Lüchingen (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9450 Altstätten] [K-cancel K640a was last used on that date] 

9.  On March 7, 2015, the post office at 8633 Wolfhausen (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8634 Hombrechtikon] 

10.  On March 13, 2015, the following post offices were closed: 

 1000 Lausanne 21 Grangette (canton Vaud)[assumed by 1000 Lausanne 1] 

 3255 Rapperswil (canton Bern) [assumed by 3054 Schüpfen] 

 3462 Weier im Emmental (canton Bern) [assumed by 3454 Sumiswald]  

  [K-cancels K434a and K156b were last used on that date; the latter cancel was used only  

  during the winter season, the former the entire year] 

11.  On March 21, 2015, the post office at 5607 Hägglingen (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5605 Dottikon] [K-cancel K1053 was last used on that date] 

12. On March 27, 2015, the post office at 4452 Itingen (canton Basel-Landschaft) was closed  

 [assumed by 4450 Sissach] 

13. On March 28, 2015, the post office at 2306 La Chaux-de-Fonds 6 Les Forges (canton Neuchâtel) was closed 

[assumed by 2300 La Chaux-de-Fonds 1] 

14. On March 31, 2015, the post office at 1273 Arzier (canton Vaud) closed and reopened on April 1, 2015, as 

1273 Arzier-le-Muids 
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15. On April 4, 2015, the post office at 3998 Reckingen (canton Valais) was closed  

 [assumed by 3998 Reckingen] [K-cancel K1479 was last used on that date] 

16. On April 11, 2015, the post office at 8493 Saland (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8494 Bauma] 

17. On April 16, 2015, the post office at 1875 Morgins (canton Valais) was closed  

 [assumed by 1868 Collombey] [K-cancel K135a was last used on that date] 

18. On April 17, 2015, the post office at 1967 Bramois (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 1950 Sion 1] 

19. On April 18, 2015, the post office at 1785 Cressier (canton Fribourg) was closed  

 [assumed by 1784 Courtepin] 

20. On April 30, 2015, the post office at 8133 Esslingen (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8132 Egg bei Zürich] 

21. On May 1, 2015, the post office at 9108 Gonten (canton Appenzell-Innerrhoden) was closed [assumed by 9050 

Appenzell] [K-cancel K641 was last used on that date, another cancel in use just under 40 years] 

22. On May 2, 2015, the post office at 6818 Melano (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6852 Genestrerio] [K-

cancel K329a was last used on that date, after 50 years of service!] 

 

Now we’re caught up.  Sorry for the omission of the February 2013 report.  

 

Open Questions Regarding Some Pioneer Airs 

and New Revelations 
(continued from page 1)  reported Eduard Moser.  Only the haphazard rummaging of the ammunition of-

ficer once produced a large yellow envelope.  Content:  “a few sheets of these  sought after air mail stamps 

of Langnau.”  But unfortunately almost all stamps were stuck together.  At a major meeting of the 

Feldschuetzen, these stamps were then sold to members.  This auction, limited to members, may have oc-

curred in 1950, according to information from Rudolf Waelti.  But up to the present day the catalogues pub-

lish: “1700 archived by the Feldschuetzen Langnau”, which since 1950 is not correct any longer.  Why did 

no one make the appropriate correction?  

 The number printed and the sales figures were confirmed on June 19, 1913 by a Mr. Rothenbuehler 

in Zollbrueck.  He wrote, among other things:  “There were 4032 pieces (stamps) delivered to the Commit-

tee.  Of those 2005 were sold, 1800 flown, about 45 pieces given free to sales people and committee mem-

bers, 300 pieces incinerated, and the remainder, 1700 stamps, put in the archives of the Feld-

schuetzengesellschaft Langnau.  The flight committee decided that the remainder must not be sold”. 

 On June 21, 1913 a committee member confirmed: “It is no longer possible to mail canceled stamps, 

because already the day after the event the cancel equipment ended up in the Postal museum.”  (Letter to 

Dr. O. Weber, Bern). 

 Of interest is the copy of a presentation by Eduard Moser in the Bernese dialect.  An excerpt from 

page 3:  “  ….  As president of the Feldschuetzen, I received inquiries now and then whether some of these 

stamps may be available.  According to the Feldschuetzen archives, there were often inquiries about these 

stamps; but this produced no results until once the ammunition manager, Alfred Gr., came to tell me some-

thing about these stamps:  After some practice shooting one day, after having put the ammunition in storage, 

he did not go home right away, because a severe rain storm was imminent.  To pass some time, he rum-

maged some in the small cabinets present in the little room used to store ammunition shells.  He found there 

a large yellow envelope containing some aero stamps.  Already the following morning I went together with 

the Gr… Alfred back to the shooting house, to inspect the things.  And truly: we found the envelope and in-

spected its content.  And indeed, some sheets of the sought after Langnau-aero-stamps appeared.  Unfortu-

nately, practically all stamps were stuck together.  As well as it was possible, we tried to separate the 

stamps, and the entire collection was presented to a stamp dealer to get an estimated value.  The stamps 

naturally had lost considerably in value.  At a major meeting of the Feldschuetzen, all the stamps then were 

sold to the Feldschuetzen members.”   (This was at the end of the 1940s, beginning of 1950s.  There evident-

ly were more than the 20 to30 pieces which allegedly were found.) 

Let us therefore confirm and summarize:   
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-  The sheets of the Langnau precursor had 6 rows of 6 stamps each, therefore 36 stamps of the size 

approximately 28 x 26.6 cm, at approximately the A-4 size.  Thus the large size of the yellow enve-

lopes that were found. 

- The remaining inventory in the large yellow envelope examined by Eduard Moser, contained “a few 

sheets”, perhaps 10 to 15 sheets sticking together, but this probably was not the entire inventory.  

This should have consisted of about 40 to 45 sheets (44 x 36  =  1584 ), as well as some single stamps.  

Where are the remaining approximately 30 sheets ? 

- The large yellow envelope with the Langnau stamps was discovered by a member of the 

Feldschuetzen Gesellschaft before the joint examination by Alfred G. and Eduard Moser.  Could it be 

possible that somebody helped himself before the joint visitation?  So far only 4 complete sheets ap-

peared (two at 1988 and 2000 auctions and two in the Postal Museum) and a section of a sheet with 

12 stamps!  About thirty sheets should still be around.  Perhaps they will hit the market sometime 

soon or these sheets were simply disposed of? 

- The text in the SAV-Handbook about the Langnau pioneer air stamps should be appropriately re-

vised. 

 

August 31, 1913: Planned Aviation Day in Olten 

 On this day there was supposed to be an Aviation Day in Olten with Theodor Borrer, but it did not 

happen.  We have to conclude that Borrer never made a commitment to the committee in Olten, but decid-

ed at the last moment in favor of the Aviation Day in Grenchen.  This proves that for Olten neither a PTT 

special cancel nor a committee cancel was submitted! 

 There exists a copy of a letter from Th. Borrer-Scherrer dated August 18, 1913:  “Herr Ammann, 

Olten, Flight Days are requested by Neuenburg, Delsberg, Grenchen, and in addition by Solothurn, which 

occurred last Sunday (17.8.1913).  However, I would like to inspire the beloved people in Olten with my 

flights first.  Th. Borrer-Scherrer.” 

 This letter proves that on August 17, 1913 there was no final date set for an Aviation Day in Olten 

(August 31, 1913).  He also did not mention that he would not be available on August 31, 1913, because on 

this Sunday he would fly a postal flight Grenchen-Solothurn.  (He probably had not decided yet.)  The peo-

ple in Olten were hoping for this Aviation Day, but they had not prepared any cancels and no souvenir 

cards, when on August 27 the flight was definitely canceled (that was when the decision was published in 

the newspaper,  but probably was already decided by Borrer between August 20 and 25, since the special 

cancel Grenchen-Solothurn of August 31, 1913 had to be made.  Justification: “As has been shared with us, 

the planned Aviation Day on Sunday may not be held, because pilot Borrer could not commit to starting a 

flight from Hagmatten because of the closeness of the river Aare and the railroad tracks.” (Daily News 

Olten).  The next day: “Instead of in Olten, pilot Borrer will fly next Sunday in Grenchen.”  (Fig. 2) 

 This poses a few questions regarding the existing trial copies of a special stamp which was prepared 

by the printing shop G. Rentsch in Trimbach-Olten with the text: “AIR MAIL 1913 / OLTEN 50”.  From the 

draft to the finished copy it took certainly more than a few days.  Why was one so confident to commission 

the draft for the stamp so early, while the aviation day with Borrer was not confirmed?  Something appears 

to be wrong with the presentation of events prevalent up to now.  After studying the 

reasoning exchanged in the BBZ by Mr. Milton Weil and Mr. Hertsch in the years 

1954/55 – one gentleman was for May 5, the other for August 31, 1913 as the ex-

pected date for the issuance of the air mail stamp OLTEN  --  our respected air mail 

editor Roland Kohl arrived 35 years ago at the following conclusion:  

“Was the plan indeed to use these stamps for the air mail of August 31?  If not, were 

they perhaps made for a third so far unknown event?  The mystery around the Olten 

air mail stamp may never be resolved” … 

 The entry in the Air Mail Handbooks of 1926 to 1972 changed several times 

between May 5 and August 31, 1913 when giving the purpose of the Olten air mail 

stamp, depending on the opinion of the preparer of the catalog! 

 Furthermore, the existence of trial prints of this air mail stamp of Olten be-

 
Fig. 2a. Solothurn Air 
pioneer stamp with 
Borrer's Ponnier-
Hanriot plane 
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came known publicly only in the year 1914.  Also there are the following facts discovered by me, which lead 

to the conclusion that the air mail stamp “OLTEN” was most likely prepared for the May 5 and not for the 

aviation meeting of August 31, 1913.  Mr. Weil was right after all. 

 Closer inspection of the air mail stamp “Solothurn” of August 17, 1913 shows that besides the view 

of the city and the name of pilot Borrer a Ponnier-Harriot plane is pictured, which is appropriate, while  

the Olten stamp shows not a Ponnier-Hanriot but a Blériot!  This indicates clearly that the air mail stamp 

was not prepared for a flight by Theodor Borrer, but for a pioneering flight by a Blériot pilot! 

 All other pioneer air mail stamps, except for Lugano, picture a Blériot, because Blériot pilots flew 

all the mail-carrying flights in the aviation days they were printed for. 

 

The Aviation Day of 5 May 1913 

 Milton Weil was convinced that the people in Olten commissioned G. Rentsch in Trimbach to pre-

pare an air mail stamp for the pioneering flight Olten-Oensingen of May 5. 

 However, the intention was that this “Olten” stamp was only to be fully prepared when there was 

no doubt that the pilot Ernst Rech had arrived in Olten.  It should be possible to print 2000 to 3000 of these 

pioneer air stamps in a day if everything was ready to go. (After all, the daily newspapers had to print fifty 

pages every day with at that time a circulation of about 50,000).  Because the aviation day was canceled, 

the printing order was held up, but the already prepared printing plate was kept, with the hope it could be 

used later with a Blériot pilot. 

 The organizers in Olten tried to find a replace-

ment for Ernst Rech, who had a fatal accident, to con-

duct at least an exhibition flight.  They indeed were 

successful in finding a replacement, and even a famous 

pilot, Oskar Bider.  On May 4, Bider flew from Langnau 

to Bern and was supposed to fly the next day in place of 

Rech.  But as a result of the bad weather, the exhibition 

flight by Bider did not take place.  Oskar Bider was a 

Blériot pilot, and as can be read in Tilgenkamp, he tu-

tored Ernst Rech in Dübendorf on a Blériot in 1912.   

Until February 1913 Rech flew predominantly in 

Blériots, then also in a Kunkler-Rossier monoplane.  

Figure 6 shows Ernst Rech on a monoplane, apparently 

a Blériot machine. 

 (Bider now concentrated on his Alpine flights on 

May 13 and July 13, and therefore flew no special flights 

any more after June 15, 1913; another Aviation Day could no longer be arranged.) 

 Incidentally, the vignette for 

the 60th anniversary of this flight 

(WV 73.1 “Olten-Oensingen 4.5.1913, 

Gedenkflug für Pionier Ernst Rech”), 

shows the well known green air pio-

neer stamp. 

 After Theodor Borrer arrived 

in Solothurn from Reims on August 

3, 1913, a make-up date for the 

missed Aviation Day in Olten was 

proposed for August 31, 1913, but 

Theodor Borrer declined and this 

Day had to be canceled again.  The 

intention was to use the existing 

complete design of an aviation 

stamp.  The printing order had to be 

 
Fig. 2.  Prepared advertising for the Olten Aviation Day 
on August 31, 1913, with no mention of a special postal 
flight Olten-Solothurn 

 
Fig. 3.  Dark green, 
with gum, original 
printing to establish 
"ready to print" 
 

 
Fig. 4.  Blue-green, no gum 

 
Fig. 5.  Light green, no 
gum 

Figs. 3-5.  Olten 1913 Air Pioneer stamp with a Blériot.  [I'm afraid our repro-
duction does not represent the colors accurately.  Sorry! - Ed.] 

 



May 2015   13   TELL  

canceled again.  (The printing stones of May 5, 1913 were still at hand.  The trial prints still existed, at the 

event organizer or possibly at the print shop!) 

 This “Olten-Forerunner” has really very little to do with the August 31, 1913 event and the refer-

ence books should be corrected accordingly.  Nothing is mentioned in old reports regarding an air mail 

stamp for the planned flight Olten-Solothurn on August 31.  (On a preliminary sketch  there is some men-

tion of Borrer as pilot in the lower part of the stamp, but this was immediately canceled.)  

 As we learned from communications by Dr. R. Paganini, Mr. von Arx and Mr. Rauber, the printing 

order by the Verkehrs- und Verschönerungsverein Olten was given to the Lithographie Anstalt G. Rentsch 

in Trimbach.  The order was subsequently canceled.  Milton Weil, former president of SAV:  “The air mail 

stamp was already planned for May 5, 1913, according to order documents in the office of the printer 

Rentsch”, which he could examine.  He wrote in the SBZ Nr.12/1954: “This research  showed therefore, that 

the Aviation Day May 5, 1913 in Olten had all features necessary to qualify for naming a stamp as "Pio-

neer," whereby the stamp was prepared but was not issued.”  There were: 

1. Permit for transport by PTT 

2. A special air mail canceller  

3. A committee canceller and 

4.  A pioneer airmail stamp of 1913 (with a Blériot plane) 

5. Event cards 

 The stamps were however not available in the 

morning of May 3 (Saturday); otherwise a few canceled 

samples would exist.  The pioneer flight was scheduled 

for Monday, May 5. 

My conclusion:  Mr. Milton Weil was right after all! 

- The Olten air mail stamp was prepared for May 

5, 1913, but at the last moment the production 

was canceled 

- It showed without any doubt a Blériot airplane 

and not a Ponnier-Hanriot, was therefore not 

prepared for a flight by Theodor Borrer, but for 

Rech or Bider.  Why has this not been discovered 

earlier? 

- Preparing for the flight day of August 31, 1913, 

there was only talk of special cancels and special  

cards.  There was not any talk about an air mail stamp.  Such a stamp would have required a longer 

preparation.  Entries in handbooks and catalogs need to be corrected.  

 
Fig. 6.  Ernst Rech in a Blériot 
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AHPS Auction Number 161 
This auction offers a great variety of Swiss stamps and covers that should appeal to all of our members. 

 The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (S ) as appro-

priate.  Values are from the 2012 Zumstein.   

  Airmail covers are listed and valued per the 2000 Schweizerisches Luftpost-Handbuch where ap-

propriate.   

 Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 1.00.    

  Most lots are illustrated on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots 

are illustrated on page 19 to whet your appetite. 

 Closing date for bids in this auction is June 25, 2015.  Please send bids to auction manager Gerry 

Diamond by one of the following means: 

  Email:  gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

 Mail: 60 Silver Birch Lane, Pearl River, N.Y. 10965-1233.   

E-mail bids are preferred and will be quickly acknowledged.   

  Sellers:  Contact me in advance so that we can discuss any material that you wish to submit. 

      Regards,             Gerry  

 

Lot # Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

Postage Stamps: Strubels, Sitting and Standing Helvetia.  These are priced at 

catalog value.  Any premiums for condition etc. should be considered when you 

bid. 
1  Z 23A, S 16.  10 Rp. blue Strubel with light central full grill cancel.   

Two full frame lines, close at top and right 

$85.00 $22.50 

2 Z 23C, S 27.  10 Rp. Strubel.  Four frame lines, St. Imer cancel.   

Red frontier cancel at right. 

50.00 10.00 

3 Z 23G, S 37.  10 Rp. blue Strubel.  Nice copy with Buren central date can-

cel.  Three frame lines, in at top 

30.00 10.00 

4 Z 24B, S 22.  15 Rp.  Left margin copy.  Three frame lines, in at top.   

Central full grill cancel. 

140.00 35.00 

5 Z 24B, S 22.  15 Rp. Rose.  Two frame lines with red London arrival cancel. 140.00 20.00 

6 Z 24G, S 38.  15 Rp. Used with Schaffhausen 10 Apr. central cancel.   

Three frame lines, in at bottom. 

75.00 15.00 

7 Z 24G, S 38.  15 Rp. Rose.  Four frame lines, close at left and right.  Luzern 

red 13 X 61 frontier cancel at left. 

75.00 15.00 

8 Z 25G, S 39.  20 Rp. orange Strubel.  Two frame lines.  Genève 7 Oct 60 red 

frontier cancel. 

75.00 20.00 

9 Z 26C, S 27.  40 Rp Green Strubel.  Three frame lines; Grill and red cancel.  75.00 15.00 

10  Z 42, S 58.  40c grey Sitting Helvetia, central city and date cancel.  200.00 40.00 

11 Z 66B, S 89.  20c orange Standing Helvetia.  A very well centered copy with 

central city and date boxed cancel.  Fully perfed. 

150.00 35.00 

12 Z 68Ec, S 95a.  30c brown white paper.  Mint, hinged, fine centering 60.00 18.00 

13 Z 73E, S 94a.  25c blue Standing Helvetia.  Mint, LH 20.00 6.00 

14 Z 75D, S 97.  1 Fr. Carmine.  Mint, hinged.  Nicely centered copy. 130.00 35.00 

15 Z 96A, S 121.  30c light brown, granite paper.  Mint, hinge remnant. 10.00 3.00 
 

                 The following lots are very nice except that each stamp has a minor 

                 flaw such as a rounded perf or small thin.   
16 Z 23Ca, S 26.  10 Rp milky blue Strubel.  Lenzberg 27 Juni 59 circular date 

cancel.  Three frame lines, in at right  Tiny 2mm closed tear at bottom. 

250.00 22.00 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/


May 2015   15   TELL  

17 Z 33, S 46.  30c vermillion.  Few rounded perfs at bottom. Lightly used 60.00 6.00 

18 Z 34, S 47.  40c green.  Small thin at top.  Light central cancel. 80.00 8.00 

19 Z 36, S 50. 1 Fr. Gold Sitting Helvetia.  VF used with central city and date 

cancel.  1 rounded perf at bottom. 

200.00 20.00 

20 Z 57, S 75.  15c Cross and Numeral. White paper.   Central cancel.   

Small thin spot. 

400.00 35.00 

21 Z 63Ab  15c pale yellow.  City and date cancel.  Small corner thin. 40.00 4.00 

22 Z 67B, S 90.  25c green standing Helvetia.  City and date cancel.   

Few rounded perfs. 

25.00 2.50 

                              

                             Airs, Semipostal and regular issues.  Stamps  
23 Z  PF/1.  Gratis.  Mint, VG, no gum.  2 frame lines, cut close.  250.00 50.00 

24 Z 51.2.01, S 67b.  Mint, V, LH double transfer Sitting Helvetia with 1 in-

verted in pair with normal stamp. 

400.00 85.00 

25 Z  F111.  Bern Flugspende 1913 air.  Mint with hinge remnants.   

Fine centering 

240.00 85.00 

26 Z 77A – 79A, S 98-100. 1900 UPU set of 3.  Used, each stamp has central 

city and date cxl 

75.00 15.00 

27 Same as above, also with central cancels. 75.00 15.00 

28 Z F 2,  S C2.  1919 air overprint with bulls eye city and date cancel.  Luxus.  200.00 40.00 

29 Z W1 4-6, S B4-6.  1915 Pro Juv set of 3.  VF used.   

Each stamp has matching left corner cancel. 

150.00 30.00 

30 Z F 4z – 9z.  4 value grilled gum airs. Mint, VF, NH 25.00 10.00 

31 2 Soldier sheets of 4, Mint VF, NH.  Fus Bat 26, Eidg Kav Rem Depot Bern  5.00 

32 Z 243 – 51, S 270-78.  1941 Historic Builders set, Mint, VF, NH 70.00 20.00 

33 Z WIII 14, S B 131.  1943 100 years Jubilee S\S.  VF used with  

commemorative cancel  

80.00 25.00 

34 Z WIII 18, S B 132.  1943 Genève Expo S/S.  Mint, VF, NH 95.00 25.00 

35 Z F 37-39, S C 37-39.  1944 Airs Mint, NH blocks of 4, VF 11.00 5.00 

36 Same as above.  Blocks of 4, used with 1 X 44 first day central cancel.  VF                                     17.00 10.00 

37 Z F 42 and F 45, 1947 and 1949 airs.  Mint, VF, NH.   

Each stamp has side tab. 

72.00 18.00 

38 Z 294-96, S 322-24.  1949 UPU Anniv.  Mint, NH complete sheets of 25. 62.50 20.00 

39 Z WI 129-32, S B 187-90.  1949 Pro Juv, used with first day Bern  

full  cancel.    

155.00 30.00 

40 Z 309-12, S 340-43.  1952 communications set.  VF, used,  

with first day full  cancel  

110.00 22.00 

41 Z WII 86-90, S B272-76.  1958 Pro Pat. In complete sheets of 50, Mint, NH.  

Lower left sheet corners creased, not affecting stamps. 

400.00 100.00 

42 Z F 46, S C46.  1963 2 Fr. Pro Aero, 23 Mint, VF NH copies.   

Still good for postage??? 

115.00 50.00 

43 Z 998, S 1075.  5 Fr. St. Gallen Stickereimarke on VF, unaddressed First 

Day cover. 

15.00 5.00 

44 Same as above in 4 language booklet from Swiss Post showing  

manufacturing process.  Included is first day central cancelled copy. 

 12.50 

45 2001 Small lot of used definitives.  Each stamp has a half moon cancel.  2.50 

46 Z 1024, S 1100.  2001 Chocolate sheet of 15, used, VF,  

First Day Agency cancel. 

35.00 15.00 

 47 Same as above on large First Day cover. 40.00 15.00 

48 Arthur Szyk engraving of Switzerland.  Great as a front piece of your Swiss 

album 

 10.00 
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Covers – Regular and First Day 
49 Z 191-93, S 216-18.  1932 St Gotthard set of 3 on 31 V 32 first day cover to 

Baden 

215.00 35.00 

50 Z WIII 2-4, S B77-80.  1936 Alpine Herdsman First Day cover registered to 

U.S.  Back stamped arrival.    

400.00 135.00 

51 Z WI 83I and 84I, S B89.  1937 Pro Juv S/S on VF First Day cover.  20 XII 

37 cancel 

350.00 90.00 

52 Same as above on registered Zürich cancelled cover 29 XII 37 to U.S.  Addi-

tional B88 attached 

175.00 40.00 

53 Z WI 89-92, S B96-99.  1939 Pro Juv on VF registered cover, Zürich to N.Y.  

All stamps tied by one central cancel. 

60.00 20.00 

54 Z WII 3-6, S B100-03.  1940 Monuments set on VF First Day cover on Na-

tional Fete envelope registered to U.S.  Back stamped arrival. 

750.00 250.00 

55 Z WI 101-04 and 258 (3X), S B120-23 and 287.  1942 Pro Juv. and 1943 

Centenary issues on VF cover to U.S. 

50.00 15.00 

56 Z 258, S 287.  1943 100 year anniv. issue on VF first day cover 26 II 43.  

Museum cancel. 

18.00 5.00 

57 Z WII 26-29, S B146-.49.  1945 Pro Pat on VF cover to Zürich.  All stamps 

tied by one central cancel. 

120.00 35.00 

58 Z WIII 19-20, S B141-42.  1945 Spende set of 2 on censored First Day cover 

to U.S 

130.00 25.00 

59 Z WII 38-41, S B 174-77.  1948 Pro Pat on VF express Bundesfeier cover I 

VIII 48. 

45.00 15.00 

60 7 commercial covers to Illinois 1946-53.  Average condition.  Most are 

franked with high value semis.  WII 51-55, WII 64 (block of 4),  WII 41 

pair, etc.  

 10.00 

61 Z 413-16. 4 maximum cards of historic monuments.  10c-30c values, all are 

VF  

 15.00 

62 Small lot of 8 prepaid envelopes A and B types.  85c and 1 fr.  Mint and FD 

cancelled.  Regular and window. 

 7.00 

 

Flight Covers 
63 SLH RF 25.3.c.  Basel to Zürich 28 IV 25.  VF cover franked with K20 and 

WI 29.  Zurich arrival on back.   

350.00 75.00 

64 SLH SF 25.4.h.  Genève-Zürich-Paris 1 VI 25.  Both vignettes, franked 

with F3 and F5. 

150.00 35.00 

65 SLH SF 25.9.c.  Military Flug registered 10c imprinted Zürich card 18 X 

25.  Additional F4 and 20c Bust of Tell 

15.00 7.00 

66 SLH SF 28.8.a.  14 V 28 Lausanne to Biel franked with F3.   

VF small cover.  

130.00 35.00 

67 SLH SF 28.10.c. 14 V 28 La Chaux de Fonds to Genève.  Franked with F4 

and 10c Bust of Tell 

35.00 12.00  

68 1931 Bundesfeier 40c card Biel to Canada 1 VIII 31  15.00 

69 SLH SF 32.10.a.  1932 Gordon Bennett Balloon card franked with F5, F16 

and 60c peace 

70.00 25.00 

70 SLH SF 38.2.  Balloon Post Aarau – Hornussen on special envelope 

franked with WIII 11 S 242 and F 12z 

120.00 30.00  

71 SLH SF 39.3.a.  1939 balloon flight Zürich to Baretswil franked with Z 228-

31, S 260-63 

55.00 12.00 

72 SLH SF 43.1.bc. F 36,  Zurich to Bern 13 VII 43 Alpenflug on Oskar Bider 

card. VF 

25.00 8.00 

73 SLH SF 43.2.  Same as above.  Bern to Zürich on Aero Club card.  VF 25.00 8.00 

74 Same as above on VF registered letter Bern to Zurich and then to Sweden.  

Franked with Z F 36, Z WII 20-21 and Z 258.  S B124-5, 287. 

50.00 12.00 

75 1948 Brussels to Basel and return on uncut IMABA flight card. Each half 

has special perfin stamps issued for the show. 

 8.00 

76 SLH RF 54.11.a.  Zürich to Sao Paulo 22 V 54.  VF registered cachet cover  50.00  18.00 



May 2015   17   TELL  

77 SLH SF 54.11.b.  Genève to Sao Paulo.  VF addressed to Belgium.  Cachet 

cover. 

60.00 20.00 

78 5 Pro Juv Balloon covers 1967, 1970, 1974, 1977, 1984.   

All are VF with complete sets. 

 5.00 

79 SLH MIL 506a.  2 8 74 Dübendorf to Luzern military flug card. 20.00 5.00 
                                        

Service stamps 
80 Z DII 28Y-36Y, S 01-09.  1938 SDN set,  used UL corner copies.   

Corner cancels.  

11.00 5.00 

81 Z DII 28Y-36Y, S 010-018. Same as above, Grilled gum, Mint VF, NH  11.00 5.00 

82 Z DII 55-63, S 028-36.  50c – 2 Fr. Officials. Mint, VF, NH 35.00 13.00 

83 Z DIII 71Y-79Y, S 2070-78.  3c-40c used blocks of 4  

with SDN central cancels.  

45.00 18.00 

84 Z DIV 33-37, S 3032-37.  1932 BIT Peace issue in used blocks of 4.   

Missing 5c low value.  Each block has central cancel. 

150.00 30.00 

85 Z DIV 39Y-47Y, S 3038-66.  1937 BIT 3c-40c used blocks of 4 with SDN 

central canc. 

50.00 20.00 

86 Z DIV 39Z-47Z, S 3038A-46A.  Same as above on grilled paper. 65.00 25.00 

87 Z DIII 61-64, S 2061-64.  1938 SDN  -  Used, VF. Each stamp has corner 

cancel. 

25.00 8.00 

88 Z DIV 53-56, S 3049-52. 1936 BIT . Used, VF.  Each stamp has SDN corner 

cancel 

26.00 8.00 

89 Z DIV 63.80, S 3062-79.  BIT 3c - 2 Fr complete.  Mint, VF, NH 60.00 25.00 

90 Z DV 1-21, S 401-21.  BIE set complete, Mint, VF, VVVLH. Slightest trace 

of hinging. 

80.00 35.00 

91 Z DIV 81-83, S 3080-82.  3Fr – 10 Fr BIT. Used, VF.  Each stamp has light 

SDN canc. 

110.00 35.00 

92 Z DVI 6-16, S 506-16.  OMS 5c-70c. Mint VF, NH 55.00 20.00 

93 Z DVI 17-22, S 5017-22.  OMS 80c-2 Fr.  Mint, VF, NH 90.00 30.00 

94 Z D VII 1-11, S 701-11.  1950 UNO, Mint, VF, NH. 35.00 12.00 

95 Z DVII 13-17, S 7013-17.  1950 UNO.90c-2 Fr, missing 80c.  Mint, NH, VF 100.00 20.00 

96 Nice selection of 36 BIT and Official issues.  All are used with a variety of 

cancels. High catalog value. 

 20.00 

 

 

 

Postal Museums:  

Discover the History of 

Postal Services 
(continued from page 3)  even exhibit antique post-

al vehicles.  Transportation by rail is an interest-

ing specialty of philately.  Others show 

yesteryear’s post offices with the antique tools and 

uniforms.  The National Postal Museum in Wash-

ington (USA) even displays small airplanes used to 

deliver mail to remote areas.  It also shows sleds 

and canoes amongst other means to deliver mail.  

 Most postal museums use a special cancel 

for mail sent from there.  In addition to the per-

manent exhibits, many postal museums feature 

special temporary exhibits.  

 In a museum, it is usually possible to buy 

books showing the history of this country’s postal 

service.  Quite often there is a library with phila-

telic documents and literature.  Some museums, 

for example London and Washington, display rari-

ties of their stamps.  

 The Swiss Postal Museum opened in 1907, 

and back then it was called ‘PTT- Museum’.  It 

concentrated on stamp-related subjects, which 

made it easy to navigate the exhibits.  Later on the 

name was changed to ’Museum for Communica-

tion’.  In 2007 two stamps were issued to celebrate 

the 100th anniversary, named ’100 Years Museum 

of Communication’.  No matter where your travels 

take you, include a full day to visit that particular 

country’s Postal Museum.  You will not regret it!  
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
              Elected Officers 2015-16 Appointed Officers

President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-1006 

roger@rogerheath.com 

 

Past President 

Robert Zeigler 

9122 Behner Brook Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

317-576-9020 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com 

 

Vice-President 

Charles LaBlonde 

15091 Ridgefield Lane 

Colorado Springs, CO 80921 

clablonde@aol.com 

 
 Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
20 Whitney Road 
Short Hills, NJ 07078  
Home: 973-218-9774 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
bmarsden@verizon.net 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Gerry Diamond  

60 Silver Birch Lane 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

845-623-3159 

gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@verizon.net 
 

Auction Manager 

Gerry Diamond  
(see column 2) 
 
Publicity Chairman 

Awards Chairman 

Harlan F. Stone 

P.O. Box 770334 

Woodside NY 11377 

Home: 718-478-2374 

hfstone@rcn.com 
 

 

Audio-visual 

Programs Chair 

Dana Nielsen (see col. 2) 
  

Webmaster 

Bruce Marsden 

(see column 2) 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies  

Michael Peter 

(see column 2) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

410 SW Ninth St. 

Dundee, OR 97115-9731 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 

 

 

Copyright 2015, The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS).  TELL (ISSN 1042-2072) is the official journal of the 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society, affiliate #52 of the 

American Philatelic Society and a member of the Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies. TELL is published bimonthly 

(Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov). 

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and 

are not necessarily endorsed by AHPS or the Editor.   

Letters and articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein, UN Geneva 

and related philately are welcome and should be sent to the 

Editor.  Whenever possible, submit material by e-mail in as a 

Microsoft Word attachment.  Illustrations may be submitted as 

image files; or we can copy/scan your originals (please consult the 

Editor before sending actual stamps, covers, etc.).  Please include 

your name, address, email address, and telephone number. 

Subscriptions for 2015 include AHPS dues: United States, 

$23, which includes first class postage; Canada and Mexico $26; 

overseas air delivery, $31. Request membership applications 

from the Secretary or download from Web page.  Change-of-

Address should be sent to the Secretary. 

 

Commercial advertising copy and rate inquiries should be 

sent to the Editor.  Advertising deadlines: Feb. 1, Apr. 1, June 1, 

Aug. 1, Oct. 1, Dec. 1. 

 

Printed by Short Run Printing, Scottsdale, AZ. 

 

 

AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

May 29-31, 2015: NOJEX – Secaucus, New 

Jersey; Contact: Bruce Marsden 

January 2016: SANDICAL, San Diego 

March 2017: St. Louis, Mo.; Contact: Michael 

Peter 

mailto:roger@rogerheath.com
mailto:rtravis@alum.mit.edu
mailto:bmarsden@verizon.net
mailto:dananielsen@comcast.net
mailto:mpeter@elpacocoatings.com
mailto:gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com
mailto:hfstone@rcn.com
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Auction 161: Selected Auction Lots 
    See Auction 161 on pages 14-17 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 
 

 

mailto:albrikwi@bluewin.ch
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